SHELLEY COLLEGE

KEY STAGE 4 PATHWAYS
COURSE GUIDE
2017-19



SHELLEY COLLEGE

A message from the Principal

Choosing options is an exciting time for every student. It opens up the possibility of new careers, allows you to
study the areas you find most interesting and to spend more time on the subjects you are most talented in. It
can be exhilarating but | know it can also be a little daunting, which is why we will offer you all the help you
need over the next few weeks.

Everybody has to take a core curriculum, which includes English, Maths, Science, PE and RS. We will also
encourage many of you to take a foreign language, a humanities subject (Geography or History) or Computing.
We do this because we know these subjects are often very important entry requirements for colleges or
universities and they help keep your options open for the future. After that, we offer a very wide range of
choices compared to most schools and you should pick subjects you enjoy and will do well in.

We are planning to offer a much wider range of vocational options next September too. Students and parents
often find these choices attractive and they do offer something different from the traditional GCSE route.
Overall, there should be something on offer for everybody, whatever your future plans.

The first step in making your decision is to read this booklet carefully. Think about which options will support
your choice of further education or career. You should also think honestly about your own strengths and which
style of studying suits you best. The other thing to consider is that you choose a good balance of subjects and
try not to specialise too early, unless you are absolutely certain about what you will do in the future. The truth
is that nearly all young people change their minds many times before choosing their careers and you need to
prepare for this.

Please make sure that you find the time to talk to pastoral staff, careers advisors and teachers. Ask them
plenty of questions about the content of the course, how it is assessed and what it may lead to in the
future. Remember to take careers advice. Many students make incorrect assumptions about the
qualifications they need to move onto a particular course and it is important to know what you may need to
study to achieve your long-term goals.

We have experienced a period of significant curriculum change nationally and GCSEs are very different in
terms of content and grades. Please read the information about the new grading system on page 33 in the
booklet.

We have an outstanding Sixth Form at Shelley and it would certainly be worthwhile thinking about which
courses you may take when you reach Year 12. Your teachers will be able to help here too.

It is essential you talk to your parents about what you want to do. They will help and support you, helping you
to ask the right questions and will naturally want the very best for you.

Please take advantage of our Options Evening on Thursday 2nd February (6.00 to 7.30 pm), when you will get
an opportunity to talk to staff, get careers advice and hear from senior staff about how to choose wisely.

The deadline for options forms is Monday 13*" February.

Good luck with your choices and | look forward to seeing you at the Options Evening.

MrJ McNally (Principal)



Summary of Subjects

Core Subjects taken by all students

Subject

Certification

Mathematics

GCSE Maths

English GCSE in both Language and
Literature
Science e GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry

or

or

and GCSE Physics (triple science
i.e. 3 GCSE qualifications)

Combined Science GCSE Trilogy
(provides 2 GCSEs with each
being assessed across physics,
chemistry and biology) —
Students who score highly on
this route will still be able to
access the pure A-level
sciences.

Combined Science GCSE Trilogy
(foundation tier — provides two
GCSES across biology chemistry
and physics) with BTEC Level 2
in Animal Care

Religious Studies

Short course worth half a GCSE in

RS

Physical Education

Shelley Record for Student Progress

File

Skills for Life (Personal Social Health &
Citizenship Education)

Internal Certification




GCSE PATHWAYS

Students will be guided onto one of three curriculum pathways:

Pathway A

Pathway ‘A’ students follow an Ebacc pathway and study:
e French or Spanish
e Geography or History
e Students will then choose four subjects in preferential order and we will endeavour to
allocate two of these as their final two GCSE options. (These may include an additional
Humanities and MFL option).

Pathway B

Pathway ‘B’ students choose two subjects from French, Spanish, Computer Science, Geography and
History.

Students will then choose four subjects in preferential order and we will endeavour to allocate two
of these as their final two GCSE options.

Pathway C

Pathway ‘C’ students will choose six subjects in preferential order and have 4 or 3 of them allocated
by the college. Some students will have a curriculum shaped to their individual needs. This may
involve work experience, a college placement, alternative qualifications, GCSEs, BTEC awards and
additional support through working in our Inclusion Centre. Pathway ‘C’ students will discuss their
options through the Year Office in the first instance who will also involve parents in the discussions
regarding the best portfolio of qualifications and experiences for their child.

Advice

Support during this process is available from the Year 9 Student Manager Ms L Alcock and our careers
advisor Sylvia Howey who will be attending the 2" February pathways evening. Specific questions
can also be directed through e-mail to sylvia.howey@shelleycollege.org or personal visits at school
can be arranged.



mailto:sylvia.howey@shelleycollege.org

THE ENGLISH BACCALAUREATE

In the White Paper, The Importance of Teaching, published on 24 November 2010, the Secretary of
State announced the introduction of the English Baccalaureate (Ebacc).

3.

The Government believes that schools should offer pupils a broad range of academic subjects to
age 16, and the English Baccalaureate (EBacc) promotes that aspiration.

The EBacc is not a qualification in itself. It will recognise students’ achievements across a core of
selected academic subjects in getting good passes in rigorous GCSEs. The English Baccalaureate
will cover achievement in English, mathematics, sciences, a language and a humanities subject. A
student who achieves the English Baccalaureate will, therefore, gain GCSEs at grades C and above
in:

e English or in English Language and Literature (Double Award)
e Mathematics

e Two Sciences (here Computer Science can count as one Science)

e A Humanities subject, in other words either History or Geography
e A Modern Foreign Language (French or Spanish)

The government’s policy is that a very high proportion of students should study the Ebacc
subjects.



4+ Science Pathways

We offer three pathways, which complement the English Baccalaureate qualification.

These courses are termed AQA GCSE Separate Sciences (3 GCSEs) and AQA GCSE
Trilogy (2 GCSEs across 3 sciences). We also offer a combined option with AQA GCSE
Trilogy (2 GCSEs) and BTEC Level 2 in Animal Care.

AQA GCSE Physics, Chemistry and Biology — three GCSEs in Science
This course of study is appropriate for high achieving students who perform well in examinations. The course is
demanding and rigorous and suitable preparation for further study in A-level science. Students will study
biology, chemistry and physics and be taught and examined separately in each. As with all new GCSE
qualification assessment will be terminal (i.e. at the end of year 11) and will include:

e AQA Biology GCSE — examined in year 11 through two papers each of 1hr 45mins

e AQA Chemistry GCSE - examined in year 11 through two papers each of 1hr 45mins

e AQA Physics GCSE - examined in year 11 through two papers each of 1hr 45mins
Each GCSE will be graded on a 1-9 scale and students following this route will be expected to sit higher tier

papers (giving them access to a grade range of 4-9).

AQA GCSE Trilogy — two GCSEs in Science
The course is suitable preparation for further study in pure A-level science both at Shelley College and other
sixth form institutions. Students will study biology, chemistry and physics and be taught and examined
separately in these. The course title is AQA Combined Science (Trilogy). As with all new GCSE qualification
assessment will be terminal (i.e. at the end of year 11) and will include:

e Biology— examined in year 11 through two papers each of 1hr 15mins

e Chemistry - examined in year 11 through two papers each of 1hr 15mins

e Physics - examined in year 11 through two papers each of 1hr 15mins
The qualification will be graded on a 17-point scale: 1-1 to 9-9. For foundation students the grade range will

be 1-1 to 5-5 whereas for higher tier it will be 4-4 to 9-9.

AQA GCSE Trilogy — two GCSEs in Science at foundation level with BTEC level 2 in Animal Care

Students study the AQA GCSE Trilogy course described above at foundation level 1-1 to 5-5. They also study a
BTEC Level 2 certificate in Animal Care. This BTEC Award is designed to give an introductory overview to some
of the key principles, knowledge and skills relevant to the animal care sector. Students will study unit 1 ‘Animal
Health’, which is externally assessed via a written paper-based exam. Learners will also develop their safe
‘Animal Handling’ skills in unit 2, which is vital in order to effectively care for animals. Learners will then have
the option to choose two areas to study from the remaining units ‘Animal Welfare’, ‘Animal Housing and

Accommodation’ and the ‘Principles of Animal Behaviour’.



Why take a Modern Foreign Language at GCSE?

We believe it is essential that the majority of students as citizens of the 21°* century should leave
Shelley College able to speak a modern foreign language. The communications revolution has
made the world a smaller place and students have ever-increasing opportunities to travel and
work abroad. Their employment prospects and opportunities will undoubtedly be enhanced if
they can speak French or Spanish.

Moreover, certain Higher Education courses in Arts, Sciences and Medicine often require at least
a GCSE in MFL. Some examples of this are:

e Warwick University: GCSE MFL is highly regarded in many subject areas.

e Cambridge University: MFL is considered to be highly desirable

e Oxford University: MFL is considered to be highly desirable.

e UCL London: GCSE MFL is required for all courses.

e For adegree in English, most universities often look for applicants who have a GCSE in a
modern language.

Finally, we believe that learning a modern foreign language can enhance tolerance and
understanding of other cultures and people and foster the development of an integrated,
harmonious world.

Students may only opt for a language at GCSE which they have studied in Year 9




Shelley College Option Subjects

A Subject Certification
Art GCSE
Dance GCSE
Drama GCSE
Expressive Arts Music GCSE
Creative Media Production Technical
Award
.. Geography GCSE
H t
umantties History GCSE
i E
ICT & Computing Computing GCS_
ICT OCR National
French GCSE
Modern L
OCEM EANgUages Spanish GCSE
PE GCSE
Physical Educati i
ysical Education Sports Leadership Technical
Award
Business Studies Business Studies GCSE
First Award in Business BTEC
Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE
Design & Technology (students will need to
. . . GCSE
specialise in either Textiles or Materials)
) Technical
Design & Technology Levell/2 Materials Technology Award
Levell/2 Fashion & Textiles Technical
Award
Technical

Level1/2 Visual Communication (Graphics)

Award




Key advice when considering your pathway

Consider the following points when choosing your subjects:

0]

Listen to advice and guidance from subject teachers and your tutor. Also discuss
with your parents or carers.

Think carefully about career possibilities. Talk to your teachers and careers staff
about the subjects you may need to allow you to go on to further study in the
Sixth Form and/or Higher Education.

Keep your options open by choosing a broad range of choices.

Choose subjects which you enjoy and which are important to you and which suit
your style of learning.

Aim to choose a balanced programme of subjects from different areas.

Think carefully about your preferences, we will try our best with these but
cannot guarantee to meet all requests.



OPTION COURSES CONTENTS

Courses
Expressive Arts Courses Page
Art and Design 10
Dance 12
Drama 13
Music 15
Creative Media Production 30

Physical Education

Physical Education 16

Sports Leadership 29

Technology Subjects

Food and Nutrition 17
Design Technology 18
Fashion & Textiles 30
Visual Communication 31
Materials Technology 32

Humanities Subjects

Geography 19

History 20

Modern Foreign Languages

French 22

Spanish 23

Business Studies & Computing Subjects

Computing 25
ICT 28
Business Studies 26
BTEC Business 27




GCSE COURSES

Please note that these GCSEs will only run if sufficient numbers of students opt for the
course and make it viable.

EXPRESSIVE ARTS

ART AND DESIGN — GCSE

Examination Board — AQA 5 periods per 2 weeks

Course Content:

The primary aim of our GCSE art course is to ignite a passion for the visual world in which we all live.
To gain an understanding of the visual codes, symbols and messages is key to understanding the
world around us as well as allowing us to communicate effectively within it. With the busy lives that
we lead, the ability to creatively express ourselves, our thoughts and opinions is a rewarding and
fulfilling experience. As well as the personal gains, it also offers a multitude of transferable skills into
a wide range of job roles, whether they are creatively centred or not. Analysis, problem solving,
planning, reviewing and refining, practical explorations, creative thought processing and the effective
communication of ideas are all skills that are required in a wide range of job roles.

The way in which we help you to do this is by developing and refining your creative and technical
skills when working with a wide range of 2D and 3D materials. You will be encouraged to work with a
variety of different media and explore a range of approaches whilst developing your own ideas about
your work and its direction. Your practical explorations could include:

e 2D explorations — drawing, painting, oil pastel, chalk pastel, ink and stick and many more.

e Textiles — surface texture, pattern design, garment production (with an artistic focus, not for
practical function).

e Photography — dark room and digital.

e Sculpture — clay, wire, mod-roc and many more.

You will work towards creating a final piece that will culminate your project journey and showcase
your skills and ideas. At the end of year 11 your portfolio of work will be displayed with school and
during a celebratory exhibition night for family friends to view.

Assessment — There is no written examination.

The course is graded to the following weightings:

PORTFOLIO OF WORK EXTERNALLY SET TASK
The start of year 10 60% This runs from Jan in year 11 until 40%
Until Jan in Year 11. April in year 11.

All of the work that you produce throughout year 10 and year 11 will be assessed so it is vital that you
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maintain a strong work ethic. It does also mean that your GCSE in Art will be complete before you
commence your academic exams, giving you additional time during this busy period to focus on
revision.

Style of Learning

As well as the practical explorations, work will be supported by an investigation into the work of
artists, designers and craftspeople which will involve some written work in the form of notes and
annotation. Students are expected to keep a sketchbook for collecting visual information and the
recording of ideas relevant to projects. This is seen as essential to the course and to your full
development as a student of Art and Design. Developing your own ideas is encouraged and an
independent approach often produces the best outcomes and enables students to achieve the higher
grades.

Progression
The GCSE qualification enables you to compile a folder of work that would allow entry into Further

Education or a related industry. It is also necessary for progression to AS/A Level Art and Design and
useful for AS/A Level Photography (as well as numerous Design Technology courses) which in turn are
required for entry onto Higher Education courses in Art and Design. The study of Art and Design
prepares you for a large number of jobs and careers.

Official statistics published by the government in 2012 revealed that the UK’s creative Industries, are
now worth £71.4 billion per year to the UK economy — generating 1.68 million jobs in 2012, (5.6 per
cent of UK jobs).

Some of these include:
e Architecture,
e Advertising and marketing,
o Crafts,
e Design: product, graphic and fashion design,
e Film, television and music industries,
e |T, software and computer services,
e Publishing,
e Museums, Galleries and Libraries,
e Music, performing and visual arts.

It is recommended that many of these career routes are underpinned by a study of Art at GCSE and
beyond.
(https://www.gov.uk/government/news/creative-industries-worth-8million-an-hour-to-uk-economy).

Art is a highly enjoyable course and if you chose to study with us at GCSE level, we very much look
forward to working with you,
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DANCE GCSE

Examination Board: AQA 5 periods per 2 weeks

This course focuses on the aesthetic and artistic qualities of dance and the symbolic use of movement
to express and communicate ideas and concepts through the interrelated processes of performance,
choreography and appreciation. Dance is a powerful and expressive subject which encourages
students to develop their creative, physical, emotional and intellectual capacity, whatever their
previous experience in the subject. (AQA)

Scheme of Assessment

Component 1: Performance and Component 2: Dance Appreciation
Choreography 40% of the GCSE
60% of the GCSE
Performance Choreography Written Exam
30% = 40 marks 30% = 40 marks 40% = 80 marks
Solo: 15 marks 1 hour 30 minutes
Duet/trio: 25 marks

Course Content

Practical work — Performing and Composing Dance

There is a strong focus on practical work. Candidates learn physical, technical and expressive skills
necessary for high quality performance. Dances are created and recorded throughout the two year
course, with the exam work produced in Year 11, and include the following:

e Set phrases through a solo performance (approximately one minute in duration).

e Duet/trio performance (minutes in a dance which is a maximum of five minutes in duration).
This performance may be in any style, for example tap, ballet, jazz, street dance, contact
improvisation, contemporary or folk

e A Solo or Group Choreography presenting an imaginative response to an externally set
stimulus, of approximately three minutes duration.

Theoretical work — Appreciating Dance
The written exam focuses on students’ own work and the critical appreciation of six professional
dance works, choreographed by established and emerging artists in a range of styles and style
fusions. The written exam focuses on students’ knowledge and understanding of:

e Knowledge and understanding of choreographic processes and performing skills

e (Critical appreciation of own work

e Each choreographer’s approach to the development of the work.

e The constituent features of the dance (e.g. style, stimulus, structure, setting) and recognition

of similarities and differences between the works.
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Progression
The GCSE Dance course provides students with a solid foundation for the study of Dance at a higher

level, including A Level and BTEC courses. It is perfect for students that have a passion for Dance, and
for those students who may wish to pursue a career in the field of performing arts in the future.

Like Drama, Dance promotes the development and refinement of key skills that are invaluable to
individuals in all career paths.

DRAMA - GCSE

Examination Board - WIJEC 5 periods per 2 weeks

Course Content

Component 1: Devising Theatre

Non-exam assessment: internally assessed, externally moderated
40% of qualification
Learners will be assessed on either acting or design.
Learners participate in the creation, development and performance of a piece of devised
theatre using either the techniques of an influential theatre practitioner or a genre, in response
to a stimulus set by WJEC. Learners must produce:

e arealisation of their piece of devised theatre

e supporting evidence

e an evaluation of the final performance or design.

Component 2: Performing from a Text

Non-exam assessment: externally assessed by a visiting examiner

20% of qualification

Learners will be assessed on either acting or design.

Learners study two extracts from the same performance text chosen by the centre.
Learners participate in one performance using sections of text from both extracts.

Component 3: Interpreting Theatre

Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes

40% of qualification

Section A: Set Text

A series of questions on one set text from a choice of five:
1. The Tempest, William Shakespeare

2. The Caucasian Chalk Circle, Bertolt Brecht

3. Hard to Swallow, Mark Wheeller

4. War Horse, Michael Morpurgo, adapted by Nick Stafford
5. DNA, Dennis Kelly.
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Section B: Live Theatre Review

One question requiring analysis and evaluation of a given aspect of a live theatre production
seen during the course.

Progression
There are many things you can go on to do with a GCSE in Drama. If you are unsure about what to do

next, the best thing to do is to speak to your Drama teacher who will know about the choices on
offer.

You could go on to take an AS or Advanced GCE in Drama and Theatre Studies, or an Advanced
Vocational Certificate of Education in Performing Arts or a BTEC National Certificate or Diploma in
Performing Arts.

You may wish to take a GCSE in Drama for its own sake, perhaps to form the basis of a future interest
or as part of a range of other subjects. Or you might wish to go into a job where it is useful to have
had experience of Drama, or where you will need to use some of the skills developed during this
course. These might include careers in such fields as retail, travel and tourism, sales and marketing
or any career that involves meeting people face to face. The study of Drama can help you develop
transferable skills you can take into any career or job.
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MUSIC — GCSE
Examination Board — EDEXCEL 5 periods per 2 weeks

Course Content

Your GCSE Music Course will consist of three components

GCSE Music offers an excellent opportunity to develop your musical skills and interests. You may
already be a gifted musician or perhaps you are just beginning to sense what you can achieve in
music. The course allows for both of these extremes and all points in between.

A course outline is provided below, but for more details and an insight into what GCSE Music can
offer you; please contact Mr Szyszlo or Miss Payne.

1. Performing Music (30% of total marks)
You will perform on your chosen instrument (or sing if you prefer). You can perform in any
style. You will record one solo performance and one performance as part of an ensemble.
These performances must total a minimum of four minutes.

Composing Music (30% of total marks)

™

You will compose two pieces of music. You can compose for any combination of instruments
or use ICT including the department’s Sibelius and Mixcraft software.

|

Appraising (40% of total marks)

You will complete a listening and written paper based on the music you have studied from the
four areas of study:

e Instrumental Music 1700-1820

e Vocal Music

e Music for Stage and Screen

e Fusions

Homework

Homework tasks will include the development of performance and composition skills. You will also be
required to listen to the set pieces regularly and to do work which helps you to understand their
important musical features.

Progression

GCSE music leads naturally to AS and A level as the three components of Listening, Composing and
Performance remain central at Sixth Form level. A level Music can lead to careers in Music
Performing, Recording, Composition, Teaching, Arts Administration, Music Therapy and Publishing,
among many others.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION - GCSE

Examination Board - EDEXCEL 5 periods per 2 weeks

Course Content
During this course candidates will have the opportunity to study the theoretical side of physical
education as well as performing the practical aspects.

The main aims of the course are to:

i) improve the student’s ability to plan, perform and evaluate physical activity
i) increase the student’s understanding of physical activity
iii) promote the value of physical exercise as a part of healthy living.

Assessment

The assessment consists of three components:
- A written examination 60%

- Analysis of performance 10%

- Practical performance 30%

The examination will test the student’s knowledge and understanding of:

Fitness and Body systems
e Applied Anatomy and Physiology
e Movement analysis
e Physical training
e Using and analysing data

Health and performance
e Health fitness and well being
e Sports psychology
e Socio cultural influences

Theoretical homework will be set once a week and will relate to concepts covered in theory lessons.

Practical performances will be assessed in three activities selected from the following areas:

Individual sports
Team sports
One from either individual or team sports

Students will also be required to verbally analyse performance in one of their chosen activities. This
will assess their ability to understand and apply knowledge of the specific rules and various roles
involved in that activity, to recognise the strengths and weaknesses of a performer, and to apply

knowledge of tactics, training procedures and related practices to improve performance.

Assessment of the practical performance and analysis of performance will be completed by the
teacher and endorsed by external moderation.

Further information and details of the course are available from members of the PE Department.
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Design & Technology Subjects

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition

The GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and creative course which focuses on
practical cooking skills to ensure students develop a thorough understanding of nutrition, food
provenance and the working characteristics of food materials. At its heart, this qualification focuses
on nurturing students' practical cookery skills to give them a strong understanding of nutrition. Food

preparation skills are integrated into five core topics:

Food, nutrition and health
Food science

Food safety

Food choice

Food provenance.

Upon completion of this course, students will be qualified to go on to further study, or embark on an

apprenticeship or full time career in the catering or food industries.

What will you complete during the course?

The course is 50% coursework and 50% written examination (1H 45 minutes)

Task 1: Food investigation

Students' understanding of the working characteristics, functional and chemical properties of
ingredients.

Practical investigations are a compulsory element.

Task 2: Food preparation assessment

Students' knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, cooking,
presentation of food and application of nutrition related to the chosen task.

Students will prepare, cook and present a final menu of three dishes within a single period of no

more than three hours, planning in advance how this will be achieved.

How it's assessed

Task 1: Written or electronic report (1,500—2,000 words) including photographic evidence of the
practical investigation.

Task 2: Written or electronic portfolio including photographic evidence. Photographic evidence of the

three final dishes must be included.
Homework
Students are set homework each week based upon the topic being studied at that time. It should be

noted that sometimes the homework may be: completion of a classroom task, research, investigation
tasks, examination questions, and purchasing and weighing ingredients for a weekly cooking session.

Please contact Mrs. Jones or Ms. Holt for further information about this course.
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GCSE Design & Technology

Examination board- AQA 5 periods per 2 weeks

Course content

This is a new GCSE course which replaces GCSE Textiles, Graphics and Resistant Materials and
provides students with an overview of all subject areas in one course and is aimed at students who
want to pursue a career in design. This course prepares students to enter the industries of design,
manufacturing and engineering and teaches the core principles of a wide range of materials,
processes and industrial manufacture.

Core technical principles include:

e New and emerging technologies including sustainable design
e Modern and smart materials
e Materials and their working properties

Through theory and practical lessons they will experience how different materials work and can be
modified using a range of manufacturing skills and equipment. These materials include timbers,
metals, polymers, fabrics, paper and board.

Students will also specialise in one material area and make prototypes and products using this chosen
material as part of the non-exam assessment.

Assessment

There are two assessments for this course valued at 50% each, one is an internal assessment.
Assessment one: 2 hour written examination taken at the end of year 11 (100 marks/50% of the final
grade).

This examination will cover core technical principles related to the design and development of a wide
range of technology products. There are also short answer questions based on specialist technical
principles. The final part of the exam will focus on designing and making principles and includes a
designing question.

Assessment two: Non-exam assessment (100 marks/50% of the final grade).

The NEA allows students to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of specialist technical
principles through the designing and manufacture of the product of their choice. Students can choose
to specialise in either Textiles or Resistant Materials for this unit. At the beginning of Year 11 AQA will
publish a small selection of design contexts which students will be able to choose from e.g. Designing
for a high profile event, environmental design or contemporary interiors. They will then be expected
to write their own design brief based on the context provided.

The NEA consists of a 20 page portfolio including investigative work, design ideas including CAD,
analysis and evaluation, and a final working prototype. Past Design and Technology students have
developed fashion garments, costume, electronic devices and innovative lighting products.

Progression possibilities

Students who achieve grade 5 and above should consider further study with one of our A level
courses- A level Product Design or A level Fashion and Textiles. This qualification could also lead to
further study in a range of creative, manufacturing and design based courses and a wide range of
career opportunities.

Career opportunities include: teaching, photography, product design, advertising, buying, marketing,
manufacturing, engineering, architecture, pattern cutting, interior design, visual merchandising,
joinery, construction, animation, web design, illustration to name but a few.
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Homework

Students are set homework each week based on the topic studied at the time. It should be noted that
some tasks include completion of folder work, theory notes and questions, research and investigation
tasks and sourcing materials for products.

Next steps?

Students who wish to choose this option should indicate if they want to specialise in textiles based
products or timber based materials, metals and polymers.

HUMANITIES SUBJECTS

GEOGRAPHY - GCSE
Examination Board — AQA 5 periods per 2 weeks

The world in which we live is likely to change more in the next 50 years than it has ever done before.
Geography explains why and helps us to prepare for these changes. This exciting course is based on a
balanced framework of physical and human geography. It allows students to investigate the delicate
links between the natural and human world, and approach and examine the battles between the
man-made and natural worlds.

Course Content:

Y10

- The Challenge of Natural Hazards (Tectonics, Weather, Climate change)
Urban issues and challenges

- Physical Landscapes in the UK (Coastal landscapes, River landscapes)

- River Fieldwork (1 day)

- Urban fieldwork (1 day)

- The living world (Tropical rainforests, Cold environments) The
changing economic world

- The challenge of resource management

Assessment:

This is a linear qualification so all exams will be taken in the form of three exams at the end of Y11

- Paper 1- Living with the physical environment (35% of GCSE) (1h 30). In his paper, knowledge of
hazards, the living world and physical landscapes in the UK will be assessed.

- Paper 2- Challenges in the human environment (35% of GCSE) (1h 30). In his paper, knowledge
of urban issues and challenge, the changing economic world, the challenge of resource
management will be assessed.

- Paper 3- Geographical applications (30% of GCSE) (1h 15). Within this paper your knowledge of
your fieldwork investigation and geographical skills (graph skills, map skills etc.) will be assessed.

Style of Learning:

The course will involve the discovery of information, consideration of problems, an understanding of
why things happen, problem-solving and an evaluation of solutions. A variety of teaching and
learning approaches will be taken such as essay writing, decision making exercises, videos,
presentations, fieldwork, computer work and discussions.
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Teaching techniques will lay stress on the development of useful skills (observation, the collection,
representation, interpretation and use of data) partly through practical work, including investigations
in the field; consequently, some of the course will take place off the school premises and will include
group and individual work. Use of ICT will be integral to the study of the course.

Students will travel the world from their classroom, exploring case studies in the United Kingdom
(UK), higher income countries (HICs), newly emerging economies (NEEs) and lower income countries
(LICs). Topics of study include climate change, poverty, deprivation, global shifts in economic power
and the challenge of sustainable resource use. Students are also encouraged to understand their role
in society, by considering different viewpoints, values and attitudes.

Homework:

At least 45 minutes to 1 hour per week should be set aside for students to complete a homework task
or consolidate and review their learning. Students will be expected to attend tailored revision
sessions before examinations and will be encouraged to attend specific intervention sessions to help
them build their geographical knowledge and skills.

Progression:

Geography is a very well respected discipline within higher education institutes and workplaces due
to the variety of skills that it offers and the fact that geography offers the chance to learn about and
combine both science and the arts.

Students can progress onto AS and A2 Geography, following the A Level syllabus that is the
continuation of the GCSE syllabus. In 2015 The Guardian identified geography as the 'must-have A
Level. It is recognized by the Russell Group of Universities as a very desirable A-Level.

In addition, geographers have been known to venture into the world of management and

administration, medicine and veterinary medicine, finance and retail.

HISTORY — GCSE

Examination Board — EDEXCEL 5 periods per 2 weeks

History is a fascinating and varied discipline. It is difficult to understand the world we live in today
without a good grasp of what has come before and in a world of advertising and spin, the discipline of
history is even more important to help pupils ‘see beyond the headline’ and question the information
they are bombarded with on a daily basis. The History GCSE seeks to excite and challenge pupils by
taking them on a journey through our past whilst developing valuable skills such as logical thinking,
information analysis and how to construct a persuasive argument. History allows pupils to come to
their own conclusions and express their own opinions about the most important events that shaped
where we find ourselves today. History is a well-respected subject which is valued by colleges,
universities and employers for the transferable skills pupils develop whilst studying the discipline.

Course Content

The History GCSE involves studying a wide variety of time periods and peoples. The course includes a
thematic study looking at the theme of crime and punishment over a long period of time as well as
depth studies which concentrate on different historical figures and specific shorter time periods. The
GCSE consists of three exam papers.
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Paper 1 - (30% of GCSE)

This paper has two topics:
Thematic study: Crime and punishment in Britain, c1000-present
Historic environment: Whitechapel, c1870-c1900: crime, policing and the inner city

In this part of the course pupils will look at how crime and the punishment of criminals has evolved in
Britain since the Middle Ages to the present day. Highlights include studying trial by ordeal, the
gunpowder plot, the witch trials, the treatment of WW1 conscientious objectors and the abolition of
capital punishment. This part of the course also involves a study of Whitechapel during the time of
the Jack the Ripper murders.

Paper 2 — (40% of GCSE)

This paper has two topics:
Period study: Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88

Elizabeth | is one of Britain’s most iconic and interesting monarchs and this part of the courses takes
pupils back to a period where England was beginning to establish herself as a global power. Highlights
include how Elizabeth came to the throne and maintained her position in a world ruled by men,
Elizabethan explorations to America and the New World, the conflict between Elizabeth and Mary
Queen of Scot’s and the successful defeat of the Spanish Armada.

Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941-91

This part of the course focuses on the period after the Second World War where the US and USSR
negotiated a dangerous path which could have resulted in the end of the world. The legacy of the
Cold War can still be felt today, especially in how the most powerful countries of the world interact
with each other. Highlights include the debate surrounding the use of nuclear weapons, the Cuban
Missile Crisis and the building and eventual fall of the Berlin Wall.

Paper 3 - (30% of GCSE)

This paper has one topic:
Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-1939

Perhaps the most influential event of the twentieth century this topic teaches pupils about how
Germany emerged from the ashes of the First World War and set itself on a course which would
cause the Second World War. We look at how Germany experimented with democracy only for it to
fail and be replaced by a Nazi dictatorship under Adolf Hitler. We study how Hitler changed Germany
so that every aspect of German society was used to brainwash its people and ultimately how that
power was used to persecute minorities, leading to the horrors of the Holocaust. The rise of Hitler
and the Nazis is a fascinating part of history, one which everyone should study and learn from.

Assessment

Assessment consists of three written examination papers at the end of year 11. The papers require
pupils to submit information in a range of long and short written answers as well as analyse historical
sources.
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Homework

Department policy is for at least 45 minutes-1 hour per week to be set aside for students to complete
a homework task or consolidate and review their learning. Students will be expected to attend
supportive revision sessions which will run weekly before the examinations.

Progression
In a rapidly changing world the following historical skills are highly sought after by employers:

e Independent analytical thinking
e Problem solving

e Evaluation of information

e Measured judgement

History is a well-respected subject by further education institutions and employers alike and the
pursuit of history through A-level can lead to the opportunity to study a wide variety of degree

courses. History students often go on to pursue careers in law, journalism, teaching, management,
the civil service and politics as well as many others.

MODERN LANGUAGE SUBIJECTS

FRENCH & SPANISH - GCSE

Examination Board - AQA 5 periods per 2 weeks

Course Content

The topics studied at GCSE are organised into three categories. These are:

e Identity and Culture

Me, my family and friends — relationships with family & friends, marriage & partnership.
Technology in everyday life - social media, mobile technology.

Free-time activities - music, cinema & TV, food & eating out, sport.

Customs and festivals in French/Spanish speaking countries & communities.

e Local, national, international and global areas of interest.

Home, town, neighbourhood and region.

Social issues — charity/voluntary work, healthy/unhealthy lifestyle.
Global issues — the environment & poverty/homelessness.

Travel and tourism.

e Current and future study and employment

My studies.

Life at school/college.

Education post-16.

Jobs, career choices & ambitions.
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Our aim is to promote a lively, communicative approach to learning languages. Students will have
the opportunity to speak and write the language for a wide range of purposes and to understand the
spoken and written language in a wide range of contexts. They will also develop their cultural
awareness. It is important that students also take the opportunity to work both with others in groups
as well as independently, using appropriate reference materials and computers.

Examinations

In the GCSE examinations for French and Spanish each of the four skills involved in language learning
— Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing — is tested and the skills are equally weighted at 25% of
the final GCSE grade.

GCSE French & Spanish have a Foundation Tier (grades 1-5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4-9).
Students must take all four question papers at the same tier, either Foundation or Higher.

The Listening, Reading and Writing skills are tested by three exams at the end of the course in Year
11. Students will also attend a separate Speaking exam, which will be conducted & recorded by the
class teacher during April/May of Year 11, and externally marked by the exam board.

Paper 1 — Listening

Foundation Tier — 35 minutes  Higher Tier — 45 minutes
Section A - Questions and answers in English.
Section B — Questions and answers in French/Spanish.

Paper 2 — Speaking

Foundation Tier - 7-9 minutes + preparation time
Higher Tier - 10 -12 minutes + preparation time

Role Play - 2 minutes
Photo card — 2 minutes at Foundation, 3 minutes at Higher.

General conversation — 3-5 minutes at Foundation, 5-7 minutes at Higher.

Paper 3 — Reading

Foundation Tier — 45 minutes  Higher Tier — 1 hour

Section A — questions in English, to be answered in English.

Section B — questions in French/Spanish, to be answered in French/Spanish.

Section C —translation from French/Spanish into English (35 words minimum at Foundation and 50
words minimum at Higher)

Paper 4 - Writing
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Foundation Tier — 1 hour Higher Tier — 1hour 15 minutes

Foundation

Question 1 — short written message, in response to a photo.

Question 2 — short written passage in response to four brief bullet points. Approximately 40 words.
Question 3 — translation from English to French/Spanish. Minimum of 35 words.

Question 4 — structured writing task. Approximately 90 words.

Higher

Question 1 — Structured writing task. Approximately 90 words.
Question 2 — Open-ended writing task. Approximately 150 words.
Question 3 — Translation from English into French/Spanish. Minimum of 50 words.

In the writing examination, students will be tested on their grammatical, as well as content
knowledge and accuracy. Students will be required to use and manipulate language confidently and
independently, and to apply the linguistic structures and grammar points learned during the course.
These skills will equally be tested during the speaking exam.

Homework

We aim to offer a wide range of homework activities. Vocabulary learning is a key part of students’
progression. Students are expected to develop their skills and knowledge using the extensive
materials available to them via the school’s website.

Progression

Progression to AS/A2 and specialist languages occupations is only one of many routes forward from
GCSE. There are also opportunities for vocational progression. Practically any job can involve using a
language and GCSE provides an important foundation for work related language courses in further
and adult education. It should be noted that skills in languages are the most prized by employers in
the global economy.

Students who are currently taking two languages in Year 9 can choose to study both, if they wish.
Any student who may wish to specialise in Foreign Languages post-16 would be well advised to
study two languages in the Sixth Form at Shelley College.
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COMPUTING

COMPUTING — GCSE
Examination Board — OCR, 5 periods per 2 weeks
Course Content

The course aims to give you a real, in-depth understanding of how computer technology works. You
will no doubt be familiar with the use of computers and other related technology from your ICT
lessons, other subjects and elsewhere. However, this course will give you an insight into what goes
on ‘behind the scenes’, including computer programming, which many students find absorbing. You
will spend time looking at problems and trying to solve them using different computer programming
languages and techniques.

In the two GCSE years 3 Units of work will be undertaken.

Unit 1: Computer Systems — This unit covers topics relating to how the computer works, we look at
topics such as Systems Architecture, Memory, Storage, Network topologies, protocols and layers and
System Security. This is assessed in an external written exam.

Unit 2: Computational thinking, algorithms and programming. - This unit relates to how
programming concepts work. We look at how to design and make an algorithm, the various main
programming techniques, computational and mathematical logic, translators and facilities of
languages and how to represent data. All this will be put together teaching you to program to a high
level. This is assessed in an external written exam.

Unit 3: Programming project — A practical programming task, chosen from a list provided by OCR,
where you will show that you:

e Understand standard programming techniques,

e Are able to design a coded solution to a problem,

e Are able to create a coded solution fully annotating the developed code to explain its function
e Are able to test their solution and show that it works.

Assessment
e Two exams that are 1 and a half hours long. Each worth 80 marks and 40% of the grade.

e One 20 hour programming project conducted in a controlled environment. This is worth 40
marks and 20% of the total grade.

Progression

This course provides excellent preparation for any student wishing to study Computing/Computer
Science at A Level (offered at Shelley College), or under-graduate degree level study and employment
in the field of Computer Science. The increasing importance of information technologies means there
will be a growing demand for professionals who are qualified in this area. Students who have taken a
GCSE in Computing and who then progress to study the subject at A Level or university will have an
advantage over their colleagues who are picking up the subject at these levels.

Homework

Homework will be set regularly and will involve researching around topics covered in class, answering
guestions and practicing the programming skills and techniques developed in lessons.
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BUSINESS STUDIES

Business Studies - GCSE

Examination Board — AQA 5 periods per 2 weeks

This course is an excellent introduction to the world of business, which is vital to society. The course
is designed to reflect the ways in which business operates in today’s modern world. The course
covers a wide range of contemporary business topics such as:

1)

2)

3)
4)
5)

6)

Business in the Real World - The purpose of business activity, the role of business enterprise
and entrepreneurship, and the dynamic nature of business. Students need to be aware of the
impact business in the real world has on the four functional areas of business: business
operations, human resources and marketing.

Influences on Business - The importance of external influences on business and how
businesses change in response to these influences. Students need to be aware of the impact
influences on business have on the four functional areas of business. Influences will include
technology, ethical, legal, economic, globalisation and the competitive environment.
Business Operations — The production process, role of procurement, concept of quality and
good customer services.

Human Resources — The organisational structures, recruitment and selection of employees,
training and motivating employees.

Marketing — Identifying and understanding customers, segmentation, market research and
the 4 P’s of the marketing mix.

Finance — Sources of finance, cash flow, financial terms, calculation of financial concepts and
analysis of financial performance.

Assessment
This is a linear course and there is no coursework. Students will achieve an overall grade based on
their performance on 2 exam papers which they will sit at the end of Year 11.

Paper 1: Influences of operations and HRM L Paper 2: Influences of marketing and finance
on business activity on business activity

What's assessed What's assessed

= Business in the real world = Business in the real world

= Influences on business = Influences on business

= Business operations = Marketing

* Human resources » Finance

How it's assessed How it's assessed

= Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes »  Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

* 90 marks * 90 marks

= 50% of GCSE * 50% of GCSE

Questions Questions

= Section A has multiple choice guestions and = Section A has multiple choice guestions and
short answer questions worth 20 marks. short answer guestions worth 20 marks.

= Section B has one case study/data response = Section B has one case study/data response
stimuli with questions worth approximately stimuli with questions worth approximately
34 marks. 34 marks.

= Section C has one case study/data response = Section C has one case study/data response
stimuli with questions worth approximately stimuli with questions worth approximately
36 marks. 36 marks.

Style of Learning

A variety of teaching methods are used throughout the course, to ensure that all students take an
active part in the lessons. As well as formal teaching, we use video clips to look at real world
businesses. Students will undertake their own research to complete projects. Homework is set
weekly and will take many forms, such as research, answering exam style questions, producing
business reports, reading activities, or producing posters or displays.
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Progression

Business Studies is an ideal qualification for any career. Everyone works for some form of business! It
is also an ideal foundation for progressing onto Advanced Level Business Studies in the Sixth Form.
Business qualifications are particularly suitable for careers in Management, Law, Accountancy,
Retailing, Banking, the Civil Service or Human Resource Management. Alternatively students may go
on to run their own successful business!

Vocational / BTEC &
Technical COURSES

Please note that these courses will only run if sufficient numbers of students opt for the
course and make it viable.

BTEC Level 1/2 First Award in Business — Vocational

Examination Board — Pearson 5 periods per 2 weeks

Course Content

This qualification has been designed to provide an engaging and stimulating introduction to the world
of business. This course will encourage personal development of knowledge and skills relevant to the
business world through practical participation in a range of vocational business activities. It will
encourage learners to develop their people, communication, planning and team working skills.

The core units cover the essential knowledge and skills required in the business sector. The optional
specialist units, covering branding and promotion, customer service, sales, retail business,
recruitment and career development, and business support. In the two core units, learners will have
the opportunity to develop the key enterprise and financial skills and knowledge necessary to enable
them to understand how businesses recognise opportunities, and build on them to succeed. Learners
will understand how a business makes and manages its money, and plans for the future.

Assessment

This course is mainly assessed through coursework that students will complete during lessons and for
homework, however 25% is assessed by an external exam.

Unit 1 Enterprise in the Business World — assessed internally by a set piece of coursework

Unit 2 Finance for Business — assessed externally by an exam

Unit 3 Promoting a Brand — assessed internally by a set piece of coursework

Unit 8 Recruitment, Selection and Employment — assessed internally by a set piece of coursework
Students will achieve a grade of Distinction, Merit, Pass, Level 1 Pass or Fail.

Style of Learning
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A variety of teaching methods are used throughout the course, to ensure that all students take an
active part in the lessons. As well as formal teaching, we use video clips to look at real world
businesses. Students will undertake their own research to complete projects. Homework is set
weekly and will take many forms, such as research, answering exam style questions, producing
business reports, reading activities, or producing posters or displays.

Progression

Business Studies is an ideal qualification for any career. Everyone works for some form of business!
This qualification could provide a starting point for a route into employment in many of the diverse
areas of business, including roles in specialist areas such as marketing, finance, customer service or
human resources in large businesses, or a more generic role in a small, local business.

ICT OCR National
Examination Board — OCR, 5 periods per 2 weeks
Course Content

This course allows those who are interesting in learning about how to use Computers to advance
their lives, progress in business or want to become skilled in media use on computers. It includes
website design, graphic design and Spreadsheet and Database skills. All designed by business leaders
to create employable people.

The course contains 2 mandatory units; these build the foundations for the qualification.

Understanding Computer Systems.
This unit teaches pupils about the different types of computers and how they all work. System
security, networks, software and hardware are all covered in this course.

Using ICT to create Business Solutions.
This unit covers spreadsheet and database skills used to solve a Business problem.

There are two other units

Creating interactive products using multimedia
This unit covers creating a Website and the content to produce a modern adaptive multimedia
product.

Creating Digital Images
This unit involves many of skills needed to produce and develop modern professional images suitable
for business and home use.

Assessment

Understanding Computer Systems is assessed using a written paper, this is 1 hour long and worth 60
Marks. All the other units are a 10 hour practical assignment conducted after 20 hours of lessons.
This will take place in lesson time.

Progression

This course provides excellent preparation for any student wishing to study ICT at a higher level. The
course is designed to fit in well with progression to graphic or business courses. The increasing
importance of information technologies means there will be a growing demand for professionals who
are qualified in this area, making these students skills valuable for any business.
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Homework
Homework will be set regularly and will involve researching around topics covered in class, answering
questions and practicing the programming skills and techniques developed in lessons.

BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in Sports Leadership

Examination Board — EDEXCEL PEARSON. 5 periods per 2 weeks

Course content: The award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and
skills in a practical learning environment.
What does the qualification cover? There are four main focus areas:

e Development of the skills required to lead sports activities.

e Processes that underpin effective ways of working in sports leadership such as planning and
leading an individual or team sport activity session.

e Attitudes that are considered most important in sports leadership, including personal
management, communication and problem solving skills

e Knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, process and attitudes in sport leadership
such as roles, responsibilities and leadership styles.

Assessment

The assessment consists of three components
- Component 1: Understanding Sports leadership 30%
- Component 2: Developing Sports Leadership Skills 30%
- Component 3: Planning and Leading a Sports Activity 40%

Components 1 and 2 are assessed through internal assessment. Internal assessments are through
assignments.
Component 3 are assessed through synoptic external assessment. The learners will apply their
leadership skills by planning and leading a sports session.
The components will test students’ knowledge and understanding of:

- The roles and responsibilities of a sports leader and leadership styles

- The different components of fitness when leading a training activity session

- Leadership skills for a sports activity session

- How to support participants to develop their sporting techniques when leading a sports
activity session

- Their own progress and development of sports leadership skills

- Sports activity session planning

- Session planning and leadership skills and styles for a sports activity session

- Application of sports leadership skills and styles

Further information and details of the course are available from members of the PE department.
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BTEC TECHNICAL AWARD IN CREATIVE MEDIA PRODUCTION

Examination board — Pearson. 5 periods per 2 weeks

Course content

The BTEC Tech Award in Creative Media Production is a practical introduction to life and work in
different media industries. During the course you will be:

¢ developing technical skills and techniques

¢ producing a digital media product in response to a brief

¢ reviewing and reflecting on the process and outcome

Assessment
There are three components that are assessed during the course:
Component one — exploring media products (30% of final mark. Internally assessed)

Aim: To learn about the media and investigate media products such as:

e audio/moving image (TV programmes, films, video shorts, animations, radio broadcasts)
e publishing (newspapers, magazines, books, e-magazines, comics)

e interactive (websites, mobile applications, mobile games, video games, online games).

Component two — Developing digital media production skills (30% of final mark. Internally assessed).
Aim: To experiment with a variety of media production skills and techniques, and apply the technical
skills that you learn by making your own media products.

Component three — Responding to a brief (40% of final mark. Externally assessed),
An externally assessed task where you respond to a brief to create a media product.

Progression
With a BTEC Tech Award in Creative Media Production, you are able to explore, challenge and realise

your potential. During the course, you can see whether the media industry is one that you want to be
in, where you could go, and gain the knowledge and skills you need to succeed in your next steps.
After completing the course, you can continue on to further vocational and academic study at level 2
and level 3, as well as apprenticeships and traineeships. What’s more, the transferable skills you
master during your studies such as self-reflection, communication, teamwork and problem solving
will also support your progress in the present and future.
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Level 1/2 Technical Award: Fashion & Textiles

Examination board: AQA 5 periods per 2 weeks

Course content

This qualification is intended for learners interested in using fabrics and components in a practical
and imaginative way. Students will develop an understanding of commercial and industrial processes,
and an awareness of careers within the marketing, promotion and textile design industries.

This subject will appeal to students who are looking for a course that is practical in nature.

During the course you will develop an understanding of:
» Awareness of careers in the Fashion and Textile industry

» How to develop products using traditional and modern techniques, that demonstrate creativity and
originality
» Materials used to develop a range of decorative textile products including fabrics and components

Assessment

Three units will be completed during the course (two internally and one externally), and will take 120
guided learning hours.

Unit 1: Skills demonstration (internal assessment) 30%

Students will create a number of small practical outcomes to demonstrate their competency of 12
core skills e.g. printing and dyeing techniques, embroidery, seam construction, quilting and garment
making.

Unit 2: Extended making project (internal assessment) 30%

Students will make a single product that showcases a range of technical skills covered in the first unit.
Example projects include products for a fashion show, update a High street retailer’s best-selling
product and upcycling existing textile products.

Unit 3: Fundamentals of Fashion & Textiles (externally assessed examination) 40%

This is a written examination and will assess your understanding of materials and components,
processes and techniques, tools and components, commercial practices. The exam is 1hr 30 minutes.

Progression possibilities

This course can lead to further study at college, and students achieving level 2 can progress onto one
of our A level courses (Product Design or Fashion & Textiles).

Career routes include: fashion and textile design, buying, manufacturing, visual merchandising,
teaching, retail to name but a few.

Homework

Students are set homework each week based on the topic studied at the time. It should be noted that
some tasks include completion of folder work, theory notes and questions, research and investigation
tasks and sourcing materials for products.

Next steps?

More than one technical award can be studied and they complement the new GCSE in Design &
Technology. More information about this course can be gained from Ms Holt or Mrs Jones.
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Level 1/2 Technical Award: Visual Communication

Examination board: AQA 5 periods per 2 weeks

Course content

This qualification is intended for learners interested in using Graphics based materials in a practical
and imaginative way. Students will develop an understanding of commercial and industrial processes,
and an awareness of careers within the marketing, promotion and graphic design industries.

This subject will appeal to students who are looking for a course that is practical in nature.

During the course you will develop an understanding of:
« Digital software applications

» How to develop products using traditional and modern techniques, that demonstrate creativity and
originality
« Materials used to develop a range of products including paper, boards and polymers

Assessment

Three units will be completed during the course (two internally and one externally), and will take 120
guided learning hours.

Unit 1: Skills demonstration (internal assessment) 30%

Students will create a number of small practical outcomes to demonstrate their competency of 12
core skills e.g. Using typography, producing publishing layouts, using CAD and CAM (photoshop and
laser cutters), card engineering.

Unit 2: Extended making project (internal assessment) 30%

Students will make a single product that showcases a range of technical skills covered in the first unit.
Example projects include branding for a sportswear company, promotional materials for a holiday
aimed at teenagers, and branding for new beauty products.

Unit 3: Fundamentals of Visual Communication (externally assessed examination) 40%

This is a written examination and will assess your understanding of materials and components,
processes and techniques, tools and components, commercial practices. The exam is 1hr 30 minutes.

Progression possibilities

This course can lead to further study at college, and students achieving level 2 can progress onto one
of our A level courses (Product Design or Fashion & Textiles).

Career routes include: advertising and media, branding, illustration, game design, web design,
manufacturing and many more.

Homework

Students are set homework each week based on the topic studied at the time. It should be noted that
some tasks include completion of folder work, theory notes and questions, research and investigation
tasks and sourcing materials for products.

Next steps?

More than one technical award can be studied and they complement the new GCSE in Design &
Technology. More information about this course can be gained from Mr Huxley, Mr Rayner or Mr
Ellwood.
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Level 1/2 Technical Award: Materials Technology

Examination board: AQA 5 periods per 2 weeks

Course content

This qualification is intended for learners interested in using woods, metals and polymers (plastics) in
a practical and imaginative way. Students will develop an understanding of commercial and industrial
processes, and an awareness of careers within related manufacturing and design industries.

This subject will appeal to students who are looking for a course that is practical in nature.

During the course you will develop an understanding of:
» Marking out and shaping a range of material

» How to develop products using traditional and modern techniques including CAD and CAM, that
demonstrate creativity and originality

» Materials used to develop a range of products including timber, metals and polymers

Assessment

Three units will be completed during the course (two internally and one externally), and will take 120
guided learning hours.

Unit 1: Skills demonstration (internal assessment) 30%

Students will create a number of small practical outcomes to demonstrate their competency of 12
core skills e.g. casting and moulding, joining and finishing techniques, product manufacturing skills,
use of CAM (laser cutting).

Unit 2: Extended making project (internal assessment) 30%

Students will make a single product that showcases a range of technical skills covered in the first unit.
Example projects include producing a piece of jewellery, a child’s toy or furniture for the home.

Unit 3: Fundamentals of Materials Technology (externally assessed examination) 40%

This is a written examination and will assess your understanding of materials and components,
processes and techniques, tools and components, commercial practices. The exam is 1hr 30 minutes.

Progression possibilities

This course can lead to further study at college, and students achieving level 2 can progress onto one
of our A level courses (Product Design or Fashion & Textiles).

Career routes include: engineering, manufacturing, joinery, construction, teaching, product design,
and furniture design to name a few examples.

Homework

Students are set homework each week based on the topic studied at the time. It should be noted that
some tasks include completion of folder work, theory notes and questions, research and investigation
tasks and sourcing materials for products.

Next steps?

More than one technical award can be studied and they complement the new GCSE in Design &
Technology. More information about this course can be gained from Mr Huxley, Mr Rayner or Mr
Ellwood.
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Please remember that all Options Forms should be returned to your
Form Tutor by
Monday, 13th February

New Reforms to raise standards

The Department for Education has announced that the achievement of a Grade 5 on the new 9to 1
grading scale at GCSE will be considered the new “good pass”. The new “good pass” is comparable to
the very top end of a current C into a B under the current system and is designed to raise the bar for
performance to a similar standard to that aimed for in top-performing countries. The Department of
Education has released a new graphic to define the positioning of a “Good Pass” in relation to the old
and new grading structure (see below).

New GCSE gradmg structure

New structure Current structure

‘Good pass’

Comparable to the standard aimed for
by pupils in top-performing countries

| & Department for Educatlon
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